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Submission to:  IAWAI - Flowing Waters 

From:    Stop the S�nk, community group (stopthes�nk2025.gmail.com) 

Date:    28 August 2025 

Re: Proposed Southern Wastewater Treatment Plant (SWWTP) 

**************************************************************************************** 

Background 

An ini�al community mee�ng was held at the Rukuhia School hall on 9 August 2025 in response to a mail drop 
of houses in the near vicinity of the proposed SWWTP (Peacocks, Raynes, Middle and Lowe roads). 

That mee�ng was facilitated by Dianne Mulhern and family and atended by 80+ people. 

The limited informa�on available at that �me was presented to atendees. This included that: 

• the proposed SWWTP site currently is in Waipa District Council but proposal to shi� land to Hamilton 
City Council. 

• the designa�on of the land will need to change (This is done by HCC who own the land). 
• the treatment plant was men�oned in the hearings for the northern Titanium Park airport 

development in rela�on to a proposed cycleway that would cross the treatment plant and would need 
to be changed. 

• no or minimal consulta�on has occurred with adjacent property owners. 

The mee�ng was addressed by Andrew Bydder (HCC Councillor), mayoral and councillor candidates (Waipa and 
Hamilton), mana whenua representa�ve (Te Kopa King - Nga� Ngamurikaitaua) and local landowners. 

Decisions & Action Points from community meeting: 

1. Unanimous agreement: Proposed SWWTP should be moved. 
2. Gather and share informa�on for future legal and planning ac�ons. 
3. Working group to form and plan way forward. 
4. Establish and fund a bank account. 
5. Councillors to take concerns back to HCC and demand transparency. 
6. Support mana whenua in protec�ng cultural and environmental heritage. 

Following on from that meeting: 

• A working group commitee has been formed to represent residents. 
• Legal representa�on has been engaged. 
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We have only this week received a Beca report1 which states that the selec�on criteria for the preferred site 
includes discharge to Nukuhau Stream and ul�mately Waikato River. 

We consider that the site-selec�on criteria are flawed, and that major environmental and human health 
concerns exist for loca�ng the proposed treatment plant in this loca�on. 

Major Issues and Concerns: 

We have major concerns for the high likelihood of adverse human effects both in rela�on to Nukuhau Stream 
and the Waikato River. 

Immediate vicinity and Nukuhau Stream: 

1. Odour from opera�ons. 
2. Heavy traffic chemical deliveries and removal of solid wastes. 
3. Risk of treatment system failures leading to untreated discharges. 
4. Groundwater contamina�on – many residents rely on bore water. 
5. Faecal microbial and virus exposure from contact with Nukuhau Stream. 
6. Chemical and microbial contamina�on of mahinga kai harvested from stream (primarily tuna – eels). 
7. Ecotoxic effects of chemicals from industrial ac�vity at Titanium Park. 
8. Poten�al extreme deoxygena�on (sewage fungus) and algal slime (from nutrients) over large distances 

in stream. 

Waikato River: 

1. Discharge is upstream of Hamilton Drinking Water intakes: 
a. Toxic/persistent industrial/domes�c chemicals (e.g., including ‘forever chemicals’ – PFAS) 
b. Pharmaceu�cals passing through treatment system (e.g., mul�ple bioac�ve chemicals) 
c. Illicit narco�cs (e.g., methamphetamine and cocaine) 

2. Addi�onal faecal microrganisms added to river above recrea�onal areas in city. 
3. Nutrient addi�ons (nitrogen and phosphorus) to river will promote algal and macrophyte growths. 

This is not “Local Water Done Well”! 

We would like to present to IAWAI - Flowing Waters in future, when we have reviewed the Beca report and 
other documents. That presenta�on would include representa�ves with technical and legal exper�se. 

 

Sean Bishop 

Chair/Spokesperson 

(stopthes�nk2025@gmail.com) 

 

 

 
1  Beca 2025. Southern Wastewater Treatment Plant Discharge Op�ons. Long list report. Beca report prepared for Hamilton City Council. 
398 p. (htps://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduc�on-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Content-Documents/Strategies-Plans-and-
Projects/Projects/City-wide-waters/Southern-Wastewater-planty/Final-Wastewater-Discharge-Method-and-Loca�on-Long-List-
Op�oneering/SWWTP-Discharge-Op�ons-Long-List-Report-Final-12.08.25.pdf) 


